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Brazil

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor"™

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2004: 5.2
Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2004: 7
Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2004: 3.3
Working children by sector, 5-14 years (%),
2004:
- Agriculture 57.8
- Manufacturing 7.2
- Services 33.7
- Other 1.4
Minimum age for admission to work: 16
Age to which education is compulsory: 14
Free public education: Yes
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2004: 140
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2004: 95
School attendance, children 5-14 years (%), 93.9
2004:
Survival rate to grade 5 (%): -
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

The rate of child work is higher in northeastern
Brazil than in any other region, and it is equally
common in rural and urban areas throughout the
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country.”” More minors of African descent are
working than of any other race or ethnicity."
Ninety percent of working children work in the
informal sector. From that population, 20 percent
of the 10 to 14 year old girls perform third-party
domestic work for which they are paid half the
minimum wage for more than 40 hours per week."”
Children work in approximately 116 activities,
including mining, fishing, raising livestock,
producing charcoal and footwear, and harvesting
corn, manioc, sugarcane, sisal, and other crops in
rural areas. In urban areas, common activities for
working children include shining shoes, street
peddling, begging, and working in restaurants,
construction, and transportation.” In the Amazon
region, children are victims of CSEC in mining
settlement brothels.

Children work with their parents in forced labor
activities such as charcoal production. Girls are
trafficked overseas for commercial sexual
exploitation, using fake personal identification
documents. Boys are trafficked internally as slave
laborers.”" Child sex tourism is a serious problem
in 26 percent of the tourist destinations in the
northern coast of Brazil, with children being
sexually exploited by foreign pedophiles mostly
from Europe and North America.”” Child sex
tourism often involves a ring of travel agents, hotel
workers, taxi drivers, and traffickers.**



Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The minimum age for general employment in
Brazil is 16 years. However, the law establishes
that younger children can work in family
workshops under parent or guardian supervision
and under certain conditions, without specifying a
minimum  age. The minimum age for
apprenticeships is 14 years.”” Minors who work as
apprentices are required to attend school through
the primary grades and to provide proof of
parental permission to work.”” The law prohibits
employees under 18 years from working in
unhealthy, dangerous, painful, or arduous
conditions; at night; or in settings where their
physical, moral, or social well-being is adversely
affected.””

The law establishes that introducing a child of 14 to
18 years to prostitution is punishable by
imprisonment of 3 to 8 years, and in cases of
violence or fraud, 4 to 10 years. Running a brothel
is punishable by 2 to 5 years of imprisonment and
fines.” The law also provides for fines and prison
terms of 4 to 10 years for anyone convicted of
trafficking children 14 to 18 years internally or
across national borders for prostitution, with
penalties of 5 to 12 years in cases of violence or
fraud.”" The law does not address forced labor
directly, but establishes imprisonment from 2 to 8
years and a fine for subjecting a person to slave-like
conditions, with penalties increasing by one-half if
the crime is committed against a child.
Transporting workers by force from one locale to
another within the national territory is punishable
by imprisonment for 1 to 3 years and fines;
penalties increase by one-sixth to one-third if the
victim is under 18 years.”” The minimum age for
conscription into military service is 18 years.”

The Ministry of Labor and Employment (MTE) is
responsible for inspecting work sites for child labor
violations, while its regional offices gather data
from the inspections to develop plans to combat
child labor. Most inspections result from
complaints to labor inspectors by workers, NGOs,
teachers, the media, and other sources. @ While
inspections mostly take place in the informal sector,
most children work in farms and private homes.
The MTE found 7,812 children working during
inspections in 2007, which is more than double the
amount from the previous year.""
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Government authorities involved in combating
trafficking include the Ministry of Social
Development and Combating Hunger (MDS), the
Special Human Rights Secretariat, the MTE, the
Ministry of Justice, and the Ministry of Tourism."”
The Federal Police monitor sex traffickers through
the internet, and launched operations to combat
trafficking which resulted in 38 arrests for
international trafficking and one for internal
trafficking during the period from April 2006 to
March 2007.”° A "code of conduct to combat sex
tourism and sexual exploitation” is being
implemented by local governments from the States
of Pernambuco, Espirito Santo, Amazonas, Parana,
Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, and the Federal District.
Under this code, businesses are required to display
public warnings of the criminal punishments for
sexually exploiting children.””  The Highway
Federal Police reported a drop in the number of
places considered hot spots for commercial sexual
exploitation of children, along the highways of nine
states across Brazil.”

Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Brazilian Government'’s efforts are coordinated
around seven actions: supporting institutions and
activities related to child labor eradication,
providing scholarships to working children and
adolescents, providing social services to working
children and adolescents, conducting child labor
focused inspections, conducting public awareness
campaigns, updating the Map of Areas with Child
Labor, and providing technical assistance to the
School of the Future Worker Program.””’

A Subcommittee of Brazil’s National Commission
to Eradicate Child Labor (CONAETI), composed of
members from the Federal Government, worker
and employer organizations, and civil society,™ is
currently revising the country’s list of the worst
forms of child labor, as stipulated by ILO
Convention No. 182 on the Worst Forms of Child
Labor.”" The MTE implements the School of the
Future Worker Program that benefits more than
70,000 children who learn about occupational
safety and health and worker’s rights in more than
547 schools.™ The MTE periodically publishes the
Map of Areas with Child Labor. With the support
of the ILO, MTE is currently designing a new



format and methodology for the map that will
expedite the collection and consolidation of data.™

The national program to remove children from
working in the most hazardous forms of child labor
is the Program to Eradicate Child Labor (PETI),
administered by the MDS in conjunction with State
and local authorities. Through PETI, families with
children working in selected hazardous activities
receive stipends to remove their children from
work and maintain them in school. In addition,
PETI offers an after-school program to prevent
children from working during non-school hours,
which provides tutoring, nutritional snacks, sports,
art, and cultural activities. Children between 7 and
15 years are eligible to participate.”™" While PETI
focuses on removing children from hazardous
work, the Family Grant (Bolsa Familia) program
aims to prevent child labor and promote education
by supplementing family income and encouraging
at-risk children and adolescents to attend school
regularly.” The Government recently integrated
PETI into the more comprehensive Family Stipend
Program in order to simplify the cash transfer
process, include pre-school age children, and in
general, expand the PETI benefits to a higher
number of families in need."™

The Government of Brazil, in coordination with
ILO-IPEC, is implementing a USDOL-funded USD
6.5 million Timebound Program to eliminate the
worst forms of child labor in domestic service,
prostitution, hazardous work in agriculture, and
other informal sector activities. The project aims to
withdraw 4,026 children from exploitive labor and
prevent an additional 1,974 from becoming
involved in such activities.”” Another USDOL-
funded USD 5 million program, implemented by
Partners of the Americas in coordination with the
Government of Brazil, ended in 2007. The program
worked to eliminate the worst forms of child labor
in both illicit drug cultivation and the commercial
sexual exploitation of children, by providing basic
quality education in areas of northeastern Brazil.
The project targeted 10,000 children for withdrawal
and prevention from exploitive labor.”™™ USAID
provides more than USD 3.5 million to fund efforts
to combat trafficking of persons including children,
for the purpose of commercial sexual
exploitation.™
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The Government of Brazil and the other
governments of MERCOSUL (the Brazilian
acronym for the “Common Market of the South”)
are conducting the “Nifio Sur” (“Southern Child”)
initiative to defend the rights of children and
adolescents in the region.” The initiative includes
unified public campaigns against commercial
sexual exploitation, trafficking and child labor;
mutual technical assistance in adjusting the legal
framework to international standards on those
issues; and the exchange of best practices related to
victim protection and assistance.”

One of the main Government programs to assist
child victims of commercial sexual exploitation is
the Social Assistance Specialized Reference Centers
Program (CREAS). These municipal Reference
Centers provide psychological assistance and
insertion into social benefits programs for children
and their families. CREAS centers have been
established in 1,300 municipalities.” The
Secretariat of Human Rights established a
telephone hotline in every State to report sexual
exploitation.””  The Government operates a
national trafficking database designed to document
and analyze trafficking-related statistics more
effectively.”

The Ministry of Justice continued the second phase
of a program managed by the UNODC that will
design the National Plan to Combat Trafficking in
Persons, raise awareness on the issue, and expand
the country’s database on trafficking victims and
perpetrators. UNODC aims to expand project
implementation to all Brazilian States, and it has
established centers in the principal national
airports with personnel trained to receive possible
trafficking victims."”

The Government of Brazil is funding a USD 200,000
ILO-IPEC initiative to combat the Worst Forms of
Child Labor in Lusophone countries in Africa,
including Angola, Cape Verde, and Mozambique.”

** For statistical data not cited here, see the Data Sources

and Definitions section. For data on ratifications and
ILO-IPEC membership, see the Executive Summary. For
minimum age for admission to work, age to which
education is compulsory, and free public education, see
Ministry of Labor and Employment, National Plan -
Prevention and Eradication of Child Labor and Protection of
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Burkina

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

The majority of economically active children in
Burkina Faso are found in the agricultural sector,
usually working on family farms, and in some
cases as paid laborers.”” Work on farms, especially
cotton farms, can involve exposure to harmful
pesticides.” Children work in hazardous
conditions in the mining sector, especially gold
mines.””  Children also work as domestic
servants.” The practice of sending boys to Koranic
teachers to receive education is a tradition in
various countries, including Burkina Faso.™ While
some boys receive lessons, others are forced by
their teachers to beg and surrender the money that
they have earned or to work in fields.™

Burkina Faso is a destination, transit and source
country for children trafficked for the purpose of
forced labor and commercial sexual exploitation.™
Children are trafficked to work in domestic service,
agriculture, prostitution, mining, and work in
quarries. Burkina Faso is also a destination country
for children trafficked from Nigeria and Mali.
Children from Burkina Faso are trafficked into
Benin, Coéte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Nigeria,
and Togo.™ Children from West and Northwest
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Faso

Burkina Faso, especially from the Dogon, Samo and
Dafing ethnic groups, have a higher risk of being
trafficked.™

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at
15 years. Children under 18 years are prohibited
from working at night. However, in an instance of
force majeure, children aged 16 or older are
permitted to do so.™ A decree lists the types of
work and enterprises in which children under
18 years are forbidden to work in such as work in
slaughterhouses or with explosives.™ Under the
law, children and adolescents under 20 years may
not undertake work that could harm their
reproductive abilities.”™ Violations of minimum
age laws are subject to imprisonment of up to 5

years.™

The law defines and prohibits the worst forms of
child labor for children following ILO Convention
182. Slavery and slavery-like practices, inhumane
and cruel treatment, and physical or emotional
abuse of children are forbidden by the
Constitution.”® The law also prohibits forced and
compulsory labor.™ Violations of forced labor laws





